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only does he know his native south, but he has lived in other sections of 
the country. His little book is well and clearly written, it is remarkably 
free from errors of all kinds, and it has one merit possessed by al- 
together too few of our recent works on history : namely, it can be read 
and understood by the layman as well as by the student. 

M. J. White 

The great awakening in the middle colonies. By Charles Hartshorn 
Maxson. ( Chicago : The University of Chicago press, 1920. 158 p. 
$1.25 net) 

This little book is a worthy treatment of a most interesting and im- 
portant movement in the middle colonies in the eighteenth century. With 
the great revival in the New England colonies we are more or lesp 
familiar, but of the extension of that great religious awakening to the 
middle colonies we know much less. The author of this volume first sum- 
marizes the various factors in the great awakening. In the background 
of the movement in Pennsylvania were the Pietists, German immigrants 
who had brought with them the teachings of Spener ; in New Jersey was 
Prelinghuysen, the one man mostly responsible for the revival among 
the Dutch Reformed; while the Tennents, father and sons, were the 
names most prominent in the revival among Presbyterians. After trac- 
ing these early influences the author then describes the coming of George 
Whitfield to the colonies, explains how he became connected with various 
elements already at work, and traces the Whitfield revival to its culmin- 
ation in 1740. Then follow chapters describing the effect of the revival 
upon the various churches, especially upon the Presbyterian. 

Any movement resulting in the founding of such institutions as the 
University of Pennsylvania and Princeton and Brown universities, besides 
Dartmouth and Rutgers, is certainly deserving of much more consider- 
ation by historians than has up to this time been accorded. 

It is unfortunate that the book is not mechanically more attractive. 

The foundations of Mormonism. A study of the fundamental facts in 

the history and doctrines of the Mormons from original sources. By 

William Earl la Rue, B.D. (Chicago: Revell company, 1919. 243 

p. $1.25 net) 

This is a controversial work. As a rule books of this character are of 

slight historical importance, as they are generally based on assumptions 

and are dogmatic in their assertions and conclusions. But this book is 

so constructed as to challenge the attention of all those interested in the 

subject. The author is confessedly anti-Mormon and his purpose is to 

combat Mormon propaganda. But he aims to be fair and he attempts 

to reach no conclusion except as it is based upon authentic sources of 
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information. He charges the Mormon historians with withholding cer- 
tain essential facts in the history of Mormonism, and then proceeds 
to point out where he thinks that has been done. Frequently these facts 
which he says have been withheld lie embedded in historical sources of 
Mormon origin. Because of his method of procedure he has put the his- 
torians of Mormonism on the defensive in several matters of vital im- 
portance. The book cannot, therefore, be ignored. 

The first part of the book is given to a study of the authenticity of 
the sacred books of Mormonism, including the book of Mormon, the book 
of commandments, the book of doctrines and covenants, and the book of 
Abraham, and also Smith's "translation" of the Scriptures. In the 
latter part of the book there is an excellent chapter on Mormon organ- 
ization. There are also two chapters that deal briefly with the Mormon 
troubles in Missouri and Illinois, but they contain nothing new. As yet 
no one has worked out a complete and trustworthy account of the hos- 
tilities between the Mormons and the Missourians in the thirties. Per- 
haps when that has been done it will appear that both sides were not 
without blame. The final chapter, which deals with polygamy, is of in- 
terest because of the manner in which the author handles the mooted 
question as to whether Joseph Smith ever taught polygamy or not. The 
conclusion is that he did, the reorganized church to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

The book is faulty in places in paragraphing and in the organization 
of material. But on the whole it reads readily and the author makes his 
points clearly. There is no index but the full table of contents some- 
what makes up for that. 

E. M. Violette 

International waterways, i. The evolution of the principle of inter- 
national waterways, n. A reference-manual to the treaties, con- 
ventions, laws, and other fundamental acts governing the interna- 
tional use of inland waterways. By Paul Morton Ogilvie, M.A. 
(New York : Macmillan company, 1920. 424 p. $3.00) 
This book may be classed as a handbook in the field that it covers. 
Its aim appears to be to provide a reference manual of facts concerning 
the juristic situation of the international inland waterways of the world. 
The first half of the book contains a brief summary, first, of the develop- 
ment of the principle of freedom of navigation by sea; and second, of 
the principle of international regulation of inland waterways. A treat- 
ment of this question from the earliest days to the peace conference at 
the close of the late war comprised in 171 pages can, of necessity, only 
touch the high places in the narrative. Mr. Ogilvie, however, seems to 
have brought out the essential facts in an account which, if not light 



